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2075 August 17, 1900 

[Inclosure.] 

Summary of transae'iom of Service during the month of July, 1900. 

Ponce, Poeto Eico, August 8, 1900. 

Number of deaths reported during July, 1900(a) 587 

Number of deaths reported during July, 1899(a) 180 

Number of births reported during July, 1900 (a) 139 

Number of births reported during July, 1899 (a) 72 

Number of vessels inspected during July, 1900 20 

Number of vessels inspected during July, 1899 26 

Number of bills of health issued during July, 1900 16 

Number of bills of health issued during July, 1899 30 

Number of vessels in quarantine during July, 1900 

Number of passengers inspected during July, 1900, incoming 93 

Number of passengers inspected during July, 1900, in transit 54 

Number of crews inspected during July, 1900 378 

Number of vaccination certificates stamped during July, 1900 4 

Number of immigrants inspected during July, 1900 34 

Rejections 1 

TURKEY. 
A case suspected of being plague in Trebizond. 

Erzerum, Turkey, July 9, 1900. 

Sir : The British consul at Trebizond, in a report to the British 
embassy, dated June 27, 1900, gives the following account of a case at 
Trebizond showing certain symptoms suspected to be those of the plague : 

"A bubonic swelling appeared now twenty days ago (June 7) below 
the right groin of a child 5 years old, the daughter of a Turkish boat- 
man living in the lower part of the town. The symptoms accompany- 
ing it were those of remittent fever, called locally 'hava,' which I 
understand supervened an attack of sunstroke. Dr. Papathpoulos, 
under whose treatment the child was from the first, noticed the bubo 
and spoke of it to the acting health officer, Dr. Spathoros, who imme- 
diately saw the patient and reported the case to Constantinople. Upon 
this the Sultan interviewed the Vali telegraphically and ordered him to 
hold a medical investigation as well as to take prophylactic measures. 
Nine doctors met in consultation and examined the child. Six of them 
diagnosed the illness to be remittent fever with glandular affection. 
The other 3, namely, the sanitary officer, Dr. Spathoros, the municipal 
physician, Dr. Zikki Bey, and a private practitioner, suspected the 
symptoms to be those of plague. The family, as a consequence, com- 
posed of 7 souls huddled together in a small room, were then and there 
quarantined. 

' ' Major Zia Bey, of the Constantinople Bacteriological Institute, arrived 
here on the 8th instant. His microscopic examination of the blood 
drawn from the swelling revealed no plague bacillus. He, however, 
continued to work alone in his laboratory until the day before yesterday 
when he came out with the announcement that 2 guinea pigs inoculated 
with the serum taken from the little patient died of plague. 

"Upon the receipt of the report of Major Zia Bey the sanitary council 
at Constantinople decided that arrivals from Trebizond are to be sub- 
jected to twenty-four hours' quarantine with disinfection at either 
Synope or Kavakm and that a cordon within a zone of about 6 miles is 
to be placed around the city." 

Under date of June 30, the British consul at Trebizond again writes 
the embassy: "The encampment of the afflicted family was the day 

a These figures are for the city proper, playa, and surrounding district of Ponce. 
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before yesterday removed, on my urgent request, to the much healthier 
locality of Boolopeh, a small table-land above the town. I visited it in 
my walk this evening, and saw the little patient running around appar- 
ently all right again. The mother who, while quarantined, gave birth 
to a child, is doing well and so are the other members of the family, 
none of whom can longer think themselves victimized, for at the expense 
of the municipal council they are having, on the whole, a very pleasant 
summer outing. 

"The cordon, respected only by the law abiding, is maintained in a 
half-hearted way. All the roads are closed except the one to Erzerum, 
along which traffic since yesterday has been allowed by the Porte, sub- 
ject to twenty-four hours' observation at Malarajidglor." 

As thirty-two days have now elapsed since this case appeared and no 
other occurring, it may be hoped that the 6 physicians were right in 
diagnosing it as remittent fever. 

The subject of the plague coming up during a visit by the governor- 
general to the consulate I translated to him into French, certain por- 
tions of the brochure by the Supervising Surgeon -General Marine 
Hospital Service, a copy having been sent me by the Department. His 
Excellency was so struck by the many valuable data it contains that he 
requested me to beg, in his name, the British consul to make a transla- 
tion into Turkish of such sections as might be of practical aid to the 
Government. This the consul, Mr. Harry H. Lamb, at once consented 
to do and the rules for public hygiene as given in the pamphlet are 
being carried out within the city. The governor-general was much 
astonished at the thoughtfulness of the Department of State in distribu- 
ting the brochure among its consuls. 

Eespectfully, Leo Bergholz, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Report from Constantinople. 

[Report No. 249. J 

Plague in the Turkish Provinces. 

Constantinople, July 20, 1900. 

Sir : Since the first appearance of bubonic plague in Smyrna, May 8, 1 7 
plague cases have been registered, of which 6 proved fatal. The last 
case occurred the 5th instant. Since then no fresh bubonic case has 
occurred. 

The 16th instant the sanitary physician at Beirut was invited by the 
governor-general of said town to visit 4 patients suffering from bubonic 
plague. I forward the telegrams by which said sanitary physician 
announces the fact and reports the symptoms, as well as the result of 
the bacteriological culture. 

Public health in Constantinople. 

In Constantinople the public health is rather good.« Except an epi- 
demic of cholera infantum, I may say there is no other epidemic. The 
number of deaths registered from the 18th of last June to the 16th instant 
is 979, of which 3 were from diphtheria, 8 from measles, 21 from typhoid 
fever, and 30 from acute inflammation of the respiratory apparatus. 
Respectfully, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 

U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 



